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RECORDERS NEWSLETTER
ISSUE 6 – October 2008

Welcome to the sixth edition of the Powys and Brecon Beacons National Park recorders 
newsletter. Many thanks to all those that have contributed articles for this issue. Perhaps this 
edition should be labelled ‘a mammal and invertebrate issue’. I can assure you that this has 
not been by design. As always, articles reflect the wide variety of recording interest and pro-
jects being undertaken. 

Although most of us are focused on our own recording interests, be it bats, birds, botany or 
bugs, reading other people’s articles and efforts in this newsletter always really inspires me 
further. Even more so when recorders come together on recorders’ days. Surely there’s only 
a certain amount that anyone can learn from books, journals and the web! I’ve always been a 
great enthusiast for learning from other people in the field. Despite the awful weather this 
season, the BIS Recorders Field Meetings have proved a successful way to get together, vis-
it a new area that perhaps you may not get the chance to, and of course provides extremely 
useful records for everyone. If anyone has ideas of sites that would benefit from a recorders 
day visit next year, we would like to hear from you.

Our next big event is the BIS Recorders’ Forum on 22nd November (see notice in this is-
sue). It’s a couple of years since we all got together at the last Forum, so one to look forward 
to with plenty of things to catch up on. We are currently planning the Forum day, and believe 
that it’s a very useful, friendly and social get together. And its free lunch! We would like to en-
courage as many recorders as possible to attend and also, if you have any information, sur-
vey details, news items, pretty photos, group newsletters, etc to promote your particular in-
terests that you would like to bring along for display, great, as we are planning to have tables 
provided for these. I look forward to seeing you there.

Phil Ward – Editor
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BIS update

Staff 
The new staff are now settling well into working at BIS and have recently been joined by 
Kara Kowalyshen. Kara is on a Go Wales work placement for 10 weeks having graduated in 
2006 with a BSc in Ecology and Environmental Management from Cardiff University. She 
has been assisting with the enquiry service and also inputting all the records available for the 
Roadside Verge Nature Reserves in Powys. Anna is now working 4 days a week and as well 
as  overseeing  the  enquiry  service,  is  working  on  data  projects  for  the  partners.  Phil  is 
working two days a week and is concentrating on recorder support, such as the newsletter, 
recorders forum, training days etc. He is also putting his local knowledge to use in checking 
the database for outlier records and incorrect grid references.

Data 
The main source of data entered into the BIS database over the summer, has been through 
the CCW data mobilisation contract. Total number of records is now 425,500. The graph 
shows the breakdown of the data by taxon group, and indicates that 90% of the data is plant 
records.

Data exchange
Thank you to all the recorders who have returned the questionnaire I sent out in August. This 
was to all VC recorders in VC 42, 43, and 47 plus some specialist regional recorders, and 
concerned data exchange and data flow. Some of the main issues were:

 Is data that is not exchanged with BIS being exchanged only with national recording 
schemes and societies?

 Is that data being made available through the National Biodiversity Network (NBN) 
Gateway and may then be available to BIS?

 Is some data not being readily available to anyone?
 May BIS make data available through NBN Gateway?
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I  sent  out  36 questionnaires in  total  and have received 14 back to date.  Most  of  these 
recorders are either already exchanging data with BIS or will do so in the future. Only one 
was not happy with exchanging data with LRCs or NBN.  Only one recorder was exchanging 
data with a Society but was not currently exchanging data with BIS. There was uncertainty 
whether that data may be available to BIS through NBN. Some of the recorders exchanged 
with BIS and recording schemes but were not sure what data was sent to NBN.  

Some recorders did not understand the purpose of NBN Gateway and there was also some 
disquiet that records had been put onto NBN by other LRCs without the original recorders 
knowledge or consent.  I feel that probably such records will have been passed on to NBN in 
good faith, as part of a recording scheme or a particular recording project, in order to add to 
the national knowledge of the taxon group. At BIS our policy will be not to put all records we 
hold onto NBN unless we get the data providers agreement e.g. VC recorder. This is to avoid 
going against particular recorders wishes and to prevent duplication of records on NBN. We 
would, however, like to put certain groups of records onto NBN, with permission, in order to 
add to the UK and global knowledge of species distributions. 

All the recorders that replied, wanted improved access to data from BIS for their taxonomic 
group.  It  has always been the policy  of  BIS that  a VC recorder  has free access to the 
appropriate records for their taxonomic group and it will be a priority for BIS to catch up with 
the backlog of requests over the next few months.  All data is now only released at full 
resolution,  either  for  enquiries  or  data  exchange,  after  a  Data  Release  Form has  been 
signed.  This  enables  us  to  keep  track  of  data  released  but  also  allows  BIS  to  release 
sensitive species records under licence to those who need accurate information for wildlife 
conservation purposes. This agreement states that sensitive species information should not 
be released onto a third party or into the public domain, at full resolution. This data release 
form will usually be within the Data Exchange Agreements set up with the recorders.

Within the Questionnaire I also asked if we could release contact details to other recorders, 
nature conservation organisations and ecological consultants. Most were agreeable to this 
and it ensures people can contact the right specialist in order to gain further information and 
advice on a particular taxon group. Some preferred not to have details put on the website. 
We would like to put VC recorder names on the BIS website but will not put contact details 
unless we have permission.

In the last newsletter I wrote about the Wales Environmental Information Forum, which had 
its initial meeting in March. Since then the Steering Group has met twice to discuss how the 
Forum  can  contribute  to  biodiversity  data  management  in  Wales.   The  Steering  Group 
includes representatives form the Wales LRC’s, CCW and recorders. They have identified 
four streams of work; data exchange, data quality, training and IT. The SEWBReC manager, 
Adam Rowe, will be leading on data exchange and the Cofnod manager, Roy Tapping, on 
data quality. They have asked that these issues of data exchange be discussed at the local 
recorders fora. I therefore hope that many of you are able to attend the BIS Recorders Forum 
on the 22nd November where I can give a presentation on data exchange and the role of NBN 
followed by a feedback discussion.

As you can see from above, the information you provide is important to both BIS and Wales 
and I would be very grateful if other recorders could return the questionnaires, even if you do 
not feel  that exchanging records with the LRCs is the right answer. Nature conservation 
organisations, ecological consultancies and the Welsh Assembly are looking more and more 
to the Welsh LRCs for access to up to date biodiversity information and we can only provide 
this with your support.
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Local Records Centres Wales at Royal Welsh Show

Above: Dave Cope (BIS), Adam Rowe (SEWBReC), Janet Imlach (BIS). LRC Wales stand at 
Royal Welsh Show 2008

Following the launch of  the network of  the Local  Records Centres Wales in  Cardiff  last 
November we felt we would like to promote and publicise the work of the LRCs further at the 
Royal Welsh Show in July. We were hosted by the Wales Environmental Compact whose 
tent was situated in the 'countryside' section of the show. Our display aimed to encourage 
recording wildlife in the countryside with recording cards showing 6 BAP species often found 
on farmland including hare  and lapwing.  We also  demonstrated services  we could  offer 
farmers  and other  landowners with a  laptop demonstration  of  the  distribution of  species 
records held by the four LRCs. For BIS it was an opportunity to meet new recorders and 
landowners who would like to audit the wildlife on their land.

Janet Imlach (BIS Manager)

∗∗∗∗∗
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What’s the difference between Small & Essex?

No, it’s not the start of another poor Essex girls joke; I am, of course, referring to skippers 
and the answer is, not much!

The Essex Skipper Thymelicus lineola is very similar, both in appearance and behaviour, to 
the Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris and they are often found together.  For these very 
reasons,  Thymelicus  lineola wasn’t  recognised  as  separate  species  until  1889;  the  last 
British resident species to be described.

The best  way to actually  determine which species  you are looking at  is  to  stare at  the 
undersides of their antennae; if they are orange or brown at the tip, you have a Small and if 
they are black at the tip, you have an Essex. This sounds simple enough, but anyone who 
has tried to look that closely at a skipper, will know very well how they got their name!

This  was  well  illustrated  recently,  when  I  received 
some photos from a local chap, Rod Trevaskus.  On 
close inspection of an image labelled Small  Skipper 
(see  below),  I  became  very  excited;  surely  the 
antennae  undersides  were  black!   However,  even 
after discussion with other butterfly experts, looking at 
a photograph, we could not be 100% certain that we 
had  the  first  record  of  Essex  Skipper  for 
Montgomeryshire.

Both Small & Essex Skippers appear to be expanding 
their  range north  and west;  the  Essex Skipper  was 
recorded in Wales for the first time in 2000.  We must 
now start  really looking for those black clubs; never 
assume you’ve seen the ‘common’ species.

Tammy Stretton
Small Skipper (Photo Rod Trevaskus)     Biodiversity Officer, Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust.

∗∗∗∗∗
 BIS Recorders’ Forum - Saturday 22  nd   November 2008   

Please make a note in your diaries of our forthcoming 
Powys and Brecon Beacons National Park Recorders’ Forum 

which has been booked for Saturday 22nd November 2008. 
Venue is Rhayader Leisure Centre with registration and coffee from 10am. 

Free lunch is provided.
(Full details will be sent out soon)

∗∗∗∗∗
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River Marteg Water Vole Project

This summer I have had the pleasure of wading along the River Marteg and its tributaries in 
search of signs of water voles. Many of you will know the river where it tumbles over the 
waterfalls on our Gilfach nature reserve, to join the Wye just north of Rhayader. Upstream it’s 
a different kettle of fish, gathering water from peaty uplands and meandering crazily across a 
flood plain pocketed with old rush-filled damp channels, before gathering pace through the 
wood-clad slopes to Gilfach.

It’s an auspicious year to be doing this project, what with the centenary of Kenneth Graham’s 
‘Wind in the Willows’ and the infamous ‘Ratty’, but also (at last!) the increased protection 
water  voles  now  receive  under  section  9  of  the  Wildlife  and  Countryside  Act  1981 
(amended). So not only are water vole burrows legally protected from reckless or intentional 
damage/destruction, it is now an offence to intentionally kill, injure or take them.

Water  voles  are  thought  to  have  disappeared 
from something like 90% of the places they used 
to  be.  Being  herbivorous,  they  need  plenty  of 
bankside  vegetation  for  food  and  cover,  so 
habitat  loss,  fragmentation  and  unsympathetic 
bank management have played a significant role 
in  their  decline.  Another  major  culprit  is  the 
American  mink,  a  particular  problem  because 
the smaller female can squeeze into water vole 
burrows. Having almost spread across the whole 
of GB, evidence suggests that mink too are now 
less common, and certainly people I’ve spoken 
to locally say there are fewer about.
Unfortunately the damage is done,  and ‘Ratty’ 
no longer appears to inhabit  the River Marteg, 
though in common with survey work in the Elan 
Valley, I’ve found a small population hanging on 
in the Marcheini uplands. BIS databases show 
historical  records for  the  Marteg valley,  and a 
few of the old farmers tell of seeing them 
while fishing the river – particularly if they 

Gilfach waterfall (Photo: Pip Amos)

were tickling trout! In fact one gentleman was feeling under a bank when something bit on his 
finger – and he pulled his hand out with water vole still attached!

What is worrying is how fast a once-common species can lose its place in local memory. 
Older people, particularly those who used to spend time along lowland rivers and canals, 
were very familiar with the ‘plop’ of a water vole diving for cover. Many of the landowners I’ve 
spoken to would not have recognised them, and for many of us younger folk, they’ve almost 
become a creature of myth and legend.
However, the good news is that the water vole experts reckon that with habitat enhancement 
and widespread control of mink, there is a really good chance that Ratty will rule the river 
banks again!  

Darylle Hardy
Radnorshire Wildlife Trust
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County Firsts

First county records can sometimes be like London buses. You wait in vain for ages, and 
then two or sometimes three come along all at once!

This is certainly the case this year with bats in Brecknock (Vice County 42).  First we have 
the discovery of a serotine bat, Eptesicus serotinus, by David Lewns in a tree near Llyswen. 
The animal in question was identified by examination of its skull, the bat having been dead 
for some time. The serotine has troubled bat workers in the area for many years. The first 
Welsh record for the species comes from Vice County 43, Radnorshire as long ago as 1985, 
when John Messenger found a pregnant female at Penybont. The species has been heard a 
number of times on bat detectors around Hay on Wye and Abernant, but in these cases we 
either  couldn’t  be  sure  which  side  of  the  river  they  were  on,  or  they  were  heterodyne 
identifications, not sufficiently good enough to be used as county records.

Hot on the heels of the first serotine comes another apparent first for Brecknock with a time 
expansion  recording  of  Nathusius’s  pipistrelle,  Pipistrellus  nathusii,  near  Bwlch.  Time 
expansion recording preserves all  the  characteristics  of  a  bat  echo-location call  and the 
recordings can be fed into a computer, producing a sonogram for analysis.  In this case the 
recording was made by Diane Morgan, the co-ordinator for Brecknock Bat Group. The record 
in this case was verified by John Messenger.

Nathusius’s  pipistrelle  is  a  relative  newcomer  to  Wales.  The first  record  for  the  species 
comes  from  1994,  when  Bob  Stebbings  confirmed  the  presence  of  one  at  Stackpole, 
Pembrokeshire (Vice County 45).  There were no further records for the species in Wales 
until 2002 when literally within days of each other Ian Davidson-Watts and I recorded this 
large  pipistrelle  at  two  widely  separated  locations.  I  got  mine  at  Skenfrith  Castle 
(Monmouthshire, VC35) and Ian got his at Margam Park, Glamorganshire (VC41).  Since 
then I have also recorded the species at Hensol Castle (Glamorganshire) in 2004.

So, two new county first’s in short order, or is it…you know when you think that you’ve gotten 
to the bottom of something and then someone say’s ah…but.  Well I was just finishing this 
article off in the office when Robert, who does out time expansion recording analysis, was 
going through some old discs left on one side from the summer of 2006. There in amongst 
these recordings was a very clear sonogram for a Nathusius’s pipistrelle from Halfway.  Now 
Diane was again the recorder, so no problem there.  However, we just need to check which 
side of the county line it  was, Brecknock, or Carmarthenshire (VC44)…see what I mean, 
nothing for ages and then….

Phil Morgan
County Mammal Recorder, Brecknock (VC42)

∗∗∗∗∗

Surveying the beetles of Exposed Riverine Sediments on the River Usk SAC

 What a summer it's been; hopeless for some recorders, brilliant for others I imagine. It was 
nearly hopeless for me.  Though not a county recorder, I've started the long haul through a 
part-time  PhD  with  Cardiff  University's  Catchment  Research  Group  (Professor  Steve 
Ormerod and Dr. Hefin Jones are my supervisors), looking at the ecology and distribution of 
beetles (I'm trying to stick to Carabidae for sake of sanity) on the exposed riverine sediments 
(ERS) of the River Usk SAC.  I hope to wrap this all up by 2012, if not before.  Doing the 
research on behalf of the Brecon Beacons National Park, I hope to be able to throw some 
light on species responses to environmental catastrophes (inundation, predation and drought 
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within the river corridor), which might in turn throw some light onto how other creatures might 
respond to a changing environment in a changing climate. Early days yet.

With  the  necessary  consents  from  CCW  and  kind  permissions  from  landowners  now 
obtained, I'm focussing on the stretch that was formerly known as the Pencelli Mire SSSI, 
between the Pencelli Big Bend and the island below Newton Farm (Newton Island?). As it 
transpires and as I imagined, this stretch is also particularly good for breeding little-ringed 
plovers, described to me by Andrew King as probably the best site in Wales outside the River 
Tywi. So this imposes some restrictions on my seasonal movements unless I seek a licence 
from CCW to carry out surveys during their breeding season, which my supervisors would 
prefer. So I’ll be seeking Andrew’s advice about this during the winter.

Though I haven’t got my note book to hand with dates and grid references, and I risk ridicule 
from much better bird watchers than me, the stretch has also given me good sightings of 
green  sandpipers  (I  think),  common  sandpipers,  kingfishers,  goosander,  grey  wagtails 
galore, sand martins galore, dippers, grey herons and a large flock of fieldfare, all during 
August.

So, what have I been doing so far? Well, having identified the study area I spent many a 
frustrating week re-visiting the sites only to find the river levels too high to cross safely with 
equipment in hand, panicking that I wouldn’t generate any initial data from which to design 
the PhD experiments for the coming years.  Eventually however, weather conditions abated 
during  different  weeks (especially  the  last  week of  August)  and I  was able  to  carry  out 
constant  effort  timed  hand  searches  for  beetles  within  2m of  the  water’s  edge  at  50m 
intervals along the shore of 6 exposures, using a hand rake to rake back the cobbles to 
expose the underlying shingles where the critters scurry around.  I also installed some pitfall 
traps at my two in-depth study plots. Unsurprisingly, the timed hand searches proved to be 
more useful in collecting numbers of beetles than pitfall traps, though I don’t yet know if there 
any significant differences in species richness by the 2 methods.

Funnily enough, I optimistically left the pitfall traps in, to see if I could trap more beetles as 
the  water  levels  rose  gradually  during  September!  The  floods  during  the  first  week  of 
September may have buried them all; I’ll go see as soon as water levels let me.

I’ve yet to start ID work on any of the beetles collected yet.  During her time with BIS, Sarah 
Watson-Jones provided me with what scant Usk information there is on the species listed in 
the UK BAP group action plan for ERS beetles (Carabidae (Perileptus areolatus, Bembidion 
testaceum and Lionychus quadrillum), one in the family Hydrophilidae (Hydrochus nitidicollis 
– not recorded in Wales apparently), and two in the family Staphylinidae (Thinobius newberyi 
and  Meotica anglica).  Not having done any ID work, I don’t yet know if  P. areolatus,  B. 
testaceum and L. quadrillum are amongst my samples.

There’s a growing body of published literature on the ecology of Carabidae on ERS but there 
are still many areas where very little is understood about them. I will also be focussing some 
effort on the larval distribution of these creatures (one such unknown), though I’m still very 
naive about how to successfully trap Carabid larvae. Any suggestions?

Paul Sinnadurai MIEEM

Senior Ecologist and Policy Advisor, BBNPA 

∗∗∗∗∗
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We need you - our mammals need you!

What do we know about the mammals of Radnorshire, too little I would venture to say. As a 
largely  rural  county  with  ample  beauty  all  around  we  must  spend  a  good  deal  of  our 
recreational  and  work  time  outside  and  enjoying  our  natural  environment  (walkers,  dog 
walkers, keen gardeners, fishermen, farmers, postal  workers etc.), and we are all  seeing 
nature around us but we really need to share these sightings to enable us to build a better 
picture of the status and distribution of wildlife within our county. 

Did you know that mammal records account for only 0.5% of records sent to the biological 
records in the UK? Your mammal records of common as well  as rare species would be 
making such an important contribution.

Next Spring we are launching the Radnorshire Mammal Group which aims to collect as many 
records as possible to build up a better picture of our mammals within the county, share 
knowledge and skills with each other, have a point of contact with mammal interest, involve 
as many people as possible and have a good time discovering. You can become a mammal 
detective. We plan to have a launch day in which there will be a variety of topics of interest 
and even some hands on surveying to get into the swing of things.

You can help the Radnorshire Mammal Group in a number of different ways by letting us 
know about any mammals you see when you are out and about in the county. It doesn’t 
matter if you don’t know your stoats from weasels we are hoping to run some workshops on 
identifying our British land mammals and a series of talks on a variety of related subjects are 
planned.

Some mammals are rarely seen whilst others like rabbits and grey squirrels are seen quite 
often. Sadly sometimes mammals are found as road casualties or brought in by cats, these 
all  count as records. We are hoping also to run some surveys that you can do from the 
comfort of your own home/garden/dog walking area. We just ask you support us and have a 
go at some of our surveys.

Parts of the county are under recorded, do something for your own patch, report your own 
sightings  of  mammals  in  Radnorshire  and  thereby  do  your  bit  in  the  conservation  of 
mammals. With your valuable sightings we will need a date, name and contact of observer, 
species/field  sign,  if  you can provide  a  6  figure  grid  reference from an  OS map and  a 
description of where seen. We will have available a recording form which we can send if you 
are interested or records can be sent to us by e-mail.  With your help we can really make a 
difference to Radnorshire mammals. 

Please help if you can.
Sorcha Lewis

∗∗∗∗∗
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Radnorshire Invertebrate Group News
Pond visit:
Two half  day visits were made to Gors Farmhouse pond (not to  be confused with the 
nearby Wildlife Trust Reserve of Gors Farm Pond) on the outskirts of Llandrindod Wells, in 
July and August to look at invertebrates both in and out of the water. This privately owned 
large  pond  was  probably  excavated  sometime  between  10  to  15  years  ago,  is  well 
vegetated with aquatic and emergent plants such as water lily, reedmace, yellow iris, water 
horsetail, rush and pondweeds, and lies besides small wet meadows at the top of the Arlais 
stream which flows 2km west to join the Afon Ithon. 

A total of 126 species of invertebrate were recorded, most being common and widespread. 
Eleven species of  Odonata were seen, which is a good number of species for a pond of 
this type, including  Brown Hawker Aeshna grandis,  Emerald dragonfly Anax imperator 
and Black Darter Sympetrun danae. 
Note should be made of two common water bugs that were recorded; the pond skater 
Gerris odontogaster, and the lesser water boatman Hesperocorixa linnaei. Both these 
very common and widespread species were new for the Vice County of Radnorshire, which 
reflects the lack of recording effort. (Hopefully this will change now that water bugs are one 
of my personal priority species to record.) The latter prefers a large amount of thick water 
weeds in the pond.
A single adult  female of  the picture-winged fly  Tephritis formosus was taken.  As its 
common name suggests, it is one of a family of small flies, which have very attractive dark 
and light markings on their wings. The adult female attacks and swells the flower heads of 
Sonthus Sow-thistle species, the larvae living within the swelling. This is a widespread 
species of mainly south-eastern England and the Midlands. However, probably due to a 
combination of range expansion and increased recording effort,  the species appears to 
have expanded its range north and west during the last 20 to 30 years. Recent records 
include several  for  Devon  and  Somerset,  with  isolated  records  north  in  Herefordshire, 
Shropshire and Cheshire, and across to the Yorkshire counties. This is only the second 
time that this species has been recorded in Wales, with the first being one from Flintshire in 
1994. 
A male specimen of the hoverfly Xanthandrus comptus was swept from vegetation where 
it  was probably resting or feeding on flowers. Although not classed as uncommon, this 
species has had a rather interesting past distribution history. It  apparently became very 
rare in the past, but in recent years has recovered and been found more often again. It 
inhabits 
woodland edges and meadows where the larvae hunt small moth caterpillars in the family’s 
Yponomeutidae and  Tortricidae on  tree  foliage.  Being  a  strong  migrant,  the  British 
population is occasionally boosted by influxes from the continent. 
Doldowlod visit:
The Group was invited to the Rhayader By Nature public event at Doldowlod Estate on 27th 

July, which proved an enjoyable and worthwhile visit. The day was blessed with wonderful 
sunshine and many insects were on the wing. These included several interesting flies, all 
with  dark  wing markings.  The rather  fine  looking horse fly  Chrysops relictus with  its 
distinctive striped wings and thorax, yellow abdominal markings and fantastic iridescent 
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patterned eyes, decided it wanted to be recorded by flying inside the car. Although classed 
as a widespread species in marshes and damp meadows, this is the first time I have come 
across it. The Black-legged Water snipe-fly  Ibisia marginata is an almost entirely black 
species with extensive dark wing pattern. An adult was swept from along the river bank and 
larvae found in a stone crevice along the water’s edge. This is a river pollution sensitive 
species which has a western distribution in Britain, and requires areas of rivers with plenty 
of 
stones and shingle. The attractive yellow and black banded Chrysotoxum festivum is a 
local  but  widespread  hoverfly  occurring  in  grassland  alongside  woods  etc.  Like  the 
horseflies, and unlike most other hoverflies, Chrysotoxum species have distinctive ‘porrect’ 
antennae which give them a wasp-like appearance.

Pond nets were provided down by the River Wye for visitors to ‘have a go’. The most 
amazing and fascinating creature found was an adult Hairworm Gordius aquaticus, 

measuring a foot long! Even though this was an impressive length, believe it or not, this 
nematode worm can even reach a more considerable length of nearly 3 feet! Is this the 

longest invertebrate in Britain I wonder? Apparently it can be frequent in ponds, lakes and 
rivers, although this is the first one I have even seen! An amazing creature indeed, and 

also the fact that its grub-like larvae are parasitic inside insects, sometimes grasshoppers 
of all things! Apparently, if a grasshopper is chosen, the host insect is ‘drawn’ to the water 

when the larvae is ready to break out. Gruesome but amazing!
Phil Ward

Radnorshire Invertebrate Group

∗∗∗∗∗

BIS Recorders’ Field Days 2008

The three most wet and windy days, and all three of our Recorders’ Field Days, have gone 
hand in hand this summer! Still, we recorders are a keen and hardy bunch, or so I keep 
telling myself. Even so, we did unfortunately have to cancel our planned Montgomeryshire 
visit to Bryn Mawr. The weather was just too appalling!

Phil Ward, BIS

BIS Recorders’ Meeting on Black Mixen, Radnorshire  - 17th May 2008

After meeting in Kinnerton village, Julian Jones (Radnorshire Wildlife Trust Manager) led the 
party  of  six  up through the Radnor  Forest  to  the area around Black  Mixen,  the  second 
highest (650m) summit of the mountain block. Although the main aim of the day was to look 
over Black Mixen Common in order to  gain biological  information for  habitat  and wildlife 
management, the morning was spent in pretty poor weather (low cloud and light rain) on a 
leg-breaking  tour  of  Mynydd  Ffoesidoes  -  a  RWT reserve -  led  by  an  ever-enthusiastic 
(perhaps over-enthusiastic might be nearer the mark) Julian. The weather in the afternoon 
was little better so we concentrated on turning over stones and any other objects along the 
police communications mast approach track on the common.
Both the contiguous reserve and common consist  of  upland dwarf ericaceous heath, but 
whereas the common is fairly heavily grazed by sheep, the reserve has had practically no 
grazing for three decades. It was interesting comparing the vegetation in what was practically 
the same habitat but subject to very different grazing regimes; it would be a valuable study to 
sample similar sub-habitats in the two areas with the same methods to ascertain if there was 
any  difference  in  the  invertebrate  fauna.  Both  areas  are  sheltered  to  some  extent  by 
extensive forestry on the north and east sides.

The weather considerably hampered invertebrate collecting and observations of other fauna 
though a Cuckoo was heard, presumably at home on the common laying its eggs in nests of 
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the many Meadow Pipits. Botanist Janet Imlach presumably fared better, but I believe the 
herp expert Lorraine Jones saw nothing remotely herpetological  - hardly surprising in view of 
the weather.  Both Mike Paskin and Phil Ward succeeded in collecting a few flies and beetles 
respectively. Mike obtained 4 fly species (thereby doubling the number of records for the 
surrounding area on the BIS database) and a bug:  the dance fly Empis lurida was the first 
that he had taken, perhaps because it is found occasionally on high ground in Wales, but 
commonly in Scotland; and the leaf-hopper bug  Javescella discolor is widespread in long 
grass near woods and can clearly ascend to 600m or more.   Phil’s 14 mostly common 
beetles included:  Metopsia gallica, a common rove beetle but only the second record for the 
vice county (Radnorshire vc43);  Hypnoides riparius, a common click beetle of wet ground; 
Dascillus cervinus (Orchid root beetle),  a Local species usually found in lowland meadows 
so this upland record is a first;  and  Lochmaea suturalis (Heather beetle), which feeds on 
heather and can do much damage in some years.  Phil also identified the common water 
cricket  Velia caprai from samples taken from some of the peat pools (which now gives a 
grand  total  of  two  bug  species  for  the  surrounding  10  square  kilometres  on  the  BIS 
database).   

In view of the pretty awful weather I abandoned all hope of effectively collecting spiders and 
hover flies, or anything else above ground level for that matter, so went into “water beetle 
mode” and dredged the many peat pools with a megasized tea strainer - fairly successfully 
as it turned out, producing 15 species; no water beetles had been previously recorded for the 
surrounding 10 sq km (thus the day’s total beetle count more than equalled the previous 
entries on the BIS database). Seven of the water beetles were Hydroporus species, one of 
which, H. morio, had been recorded only once previously for Radnorshire, and that was by 
the Rev. A. Thornley in September 1892!   [My grateful thanks go to Garth Foster, national 
water  beetle  recorder,  for  this  titbit  of  information.]  Searching  under  stones  around  the 
communications mast on the summit of Black Mixen showed that the black snake millipede 
Tachypodoiulus  niger was  very  common;  there  were  a  few  flat-backed  millipedes 
Polydesmus angustus and  P. denticulatus;  and surprisingly a pseudoscorpion  Neobisium 
carcinoides.

The area looked potentially interesting so I made a few more visits in the following months. 
One of the possibilities was that high ground in central Wales may hold species more usually 
expected further north in Wales, in England, or even in Scotland. To some extent this proved 
to be the case and a few examples will be listed below.  Being retired I was able to choose 
days with better weather for visits, but even then conditions were quite unpredictable and 
some good mornings turned decidedly unpleasant by the afternoon; and I think most of us 
will  remember  this  last  summer  as  the  one  we’d  all  prefer  to  forget  as  far  as  effective 
invertebrate recording is concerned.

Botanically, while the relatively undamaged upland ericaceous heathland and bog contained 
relatively few but characteristic species, the gravel track leading to the police radio mast and 
other disturbed areas contained about 35 extra species of herbs that can best be described 
as  “weeds”,  such  as  Erophila  verna,  Arenaria  serpyllifolia,  Sagina  apetela,  Cerastium 
semidecandrum, Aphanes arvensis, Poa annua and Aira praecox.   As most of these weeds 
were more palatable than the ericaceous heath, they were grazed heavily; indeed most of 
the common showed signs of fairly heavy grazing compared to the ungrazed vegetation of 
the Mynydd Ffoesidoes reserve - an interesting contrast.

On the herp front froglets, frogpoles and Palmate Newt were noted in pools at the south-east 
corner of the common while there were several Common Lizards in heathy areas. Cuckoos 
were frequent,  a family party of Stonechats showed that they had bred successfully and 
Moles (obvious from their hills) all occurred at the south-east corner of the common; also two 
deer were seen nearby in the forestry.
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The spider fauna of the mountain was always going to be restricted to certain subgroups 
characteristic of mountains and more northerly latitudes; thus the money spiders featured 
largely in the samples as they have webs deep within the vegetation, also active species 
such as the lycosids (wolf spiders) that chase their prey. Large, exposed webs would tend to 
be damaged too easily and too often to be economical thus limiting the occurrence of the 
orb-web spiders;  also perhaps insect  prey would  be too seasonally  restricted.  About  30 
money spiders have so far been identified and five wolf spiders;  this compares to the four 
species previously recorded on the BIS database. Theonoe minutissima is a tiny uncommon 
theridiid  more  typically  found on  high  ground in  west  Wales  and ranging northwards  to 
Scotland. Centromerus arcanus, Pelecopsis mengei and Saaristoa firma are money spiders 
that are characteristic of high ground or further north in the UK; the latter is particularly noted 
as its recorded frequency has halved over the last few decades so it is now considered to 
have a rather vulnerable status. Micrargus apertus is another northern species with an even 
more restricted distribution and with no more than a few welsh records (and none of them 
more recent than 30 years ago) according to the 2002 spider atlas.

During June there were some reasonably warm sunny conditions and a few hoverflies were 
caught feeding mostly on buttercups at the edge of the forestry but immediately adjacent to 
the common.   Since grazing on the common crops the majority of flowers the very mobile 
flies rather naturally hop over the fence to where the nectar sources are better. It is very 
likely that some of these flies actually breed on the common, particularly those inhabiting 
peat pools or where the larvae feed on root aphids associated with ants’ nests; indeed “rat-
tailed maggots” (larvae of  Sericomyia lappona or  Eristalis spp.) were dredged from a peat 
pool on Mynydd Ffoesidoes. On the other hand, the Melangyna larvae feed on aphids living 
on conifers or  broad-leafed trees,  so these clearly belong to the forestry rather than the 
common.

One collecting method that I have heard of involves the observer placing many bunches of 
hoverfly-attractive flowers in pots of water in a group (or just pieces of yellow and blue cloth!) 
and settling down in deckchair with lunch to await the arrival of the target species; should the 
warm sheltered site chosen just happen to on the common then presumably one has valid 
records (!)  However, properly valid records for a site should be evidence of breeding, rather 
than observations of very mobile imagos, as with butterflies and dragonflies.

Sixteen species of hoverfly were recorded (none previously listed by BIS). Apart from a few 
very  widespread  ones,  those  typical  of  mountains/peat  pools  included  Chrysotoxum 
arcuatum (ant nest aphids) and Sericomyia lappona (rat-tailed maggot larvae). Other more 
interesting  species  included  Sphaerophoria  fatarum,  typical  of  upland  heathy  areas 
especially in Scotland. It was very exciting to obtain three Melangyna species: lasiophthalma, 
artica and  barbifrons. The first is common, the second is very much a northern one while 
barbifrons is rare with only one previous Welsh record according to the 2000 hoverfly atlas.

Black  Mixen  Common  is  a  large  area,  is  clearly  interesting  and  has  further  potential. 
Collecting in such a remote site is always going to be hard work as there is a limited flora and 
fauna, albeit with the potential to find species characteristic of uplands or more northern parts 
of Wales or the UK. Above all it is an area where recording success benefits enormously 
from good weather. And if nothing else on a fine clear day, there are fabulous 360 degree 
views for 40 miles or so over Wales and the Midlands. Identifying all the mountain ranges 
would be quite a challenge.

My thanks go to those who attended the meeting, Julian Jones of RWT for background info, 
and Garth Foster for information on the water beetles.

John Harper
Brecknockshire Spider Recorder 

(plus interest in other invertebrates)
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An intrepid band of recorders! (Photo: Janet Imlach)

BIS Recorders Meeting to Cnewr Estate, Crai, Brecknockshire - 5th July 2008

Twelve recorders gathered (or should that be sheltered!) on a very windy morning in the 
courtyard of Cnewr Farm where Farm Manager David Vaughn welcomed us and gave an 
introduction to the Cnewr Estate. After walking a short distance down to and along the old 
dismantled railway line to the west of the farm buildings, we divided up into two smaller 
groups to cover two main areas. The first was Blaen Crai meadow with a mosaic of wetter 
and drier areas; the second a drier field a few hundred metres further on with a large well-
vegetated pond and wet ditch lines adjoining the railway track.

The fine site of two male Keeled Skimmer Dragonflies Orthetrum coerulescens was a good 
start on first  entering Blaen Crai meadow. Other Odonata seen included Common Darter 
Sympetrum striolatum, Large Red Pyrrhosoma nymphula and Azure damselflies Coenagrion 
puella.
Although not a great day for butterflies to be on the wing, several adults of both Small and 
Large  Skippers  were  seen  with  some  more  hardy  Meadow  Browns  also  putting  in  an 
appearance. A few 5-spot burnet moths Zygaena trifolii were seen, although actually which 
species ie Narrow-bordered or the 5-spot we encountered on the day was open to debate; 
moth recorder Norman Lowe thought these looked ‘a bit funny’ and took a specimen back for 
further investigation.

Typical common grassland invertebrates included the Mirid bugs Leptopterna dolabrata and 
Pithanus maerkeli, the latter a flightless ant mimic; some species of wet meadows including 
the cranefly  Tipula luna, marsh damsel bug  Dolichonabis limbatus, and spiders  Lariniodes 
cornutus and  Araneus  quadratus,  the  latter  our  heaviest  spider,  but  don’t  ask  me what 
weight!

Sweep netting around the edges of the pond produced typical species such as the common 
reed beetle  Plateaumaris  discolour,  more local  leaf  beetle  Hydrothassa marginella which 
feeds on buttercups, and our largest cranefly  Tipula maxima  with its striking spotted wing 
markings.
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The pond itself was quite deep, steep sided and shaded with trees but was home to pond 
skaters and the water cricket Velia caprai, whilst a single moorhen put in a brief appearance 
as it half flew/half ran across the top of the pond.

The drier meadow yielded the large local ground beetle  Cychrus caraboides.  Its common 
name is Snail Hunter, so called from its habit of feeding upon terrestrial snails. It is specially 
adapted for this purpose in having a very narrow head and thorax, which allow it to enter 
shell entrances easily and suck out the contents. Yummy! 

Dipterist  Mike  Paskin 
recorded a total of 27 flies on 
the day. Ten species of these 
were  Dolichopodidae or 
Marsh  Flies,  with  three  of 
these  Diaphorus  nigricans, 
Diaphorus  oculatus and 
Dolichopus signatus being of 
local occurrance. Most of this 
family  have  bright  metallic-
green  coloured  bodies  with 
males of some species having 
distinctive  ‘plumes’  or 
feathered  hairs  on  their  legs 
which  are  used  in  display. 
They  can  be  particularly 
abundant  swarming  over 
exposed muddy areas.

Recording in Blaen Crai  meadow, with Cray Reservoir  in the background.  (Photo: Janet  
Imlach)

Two  Notable  Muscidae flies  (which  include  members  of  the  well  known  house-flies) 
Coenosia 
distinguens and C. perpusilla were also taken, both these species being predators of smaller 
flies.  Central  Wales  seems to  be  a  stronghold  for  both  these species  with  a  few other 
scattered records for  England and Scotland.  Interestingly,  the 1968 Royal  Entomological 
Society Handbook on this family lists the latter species as occurring at ‘Cray, Brecon’!

Many thanks to Cnewr Estate and to Steph Coates for arranging the visit.

Phil Ward
BIS & Radnorshire Invert Group

∗∗∗∗∗
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∗∗∗∗∗
Dates for your diary

Saturday 22nd November 2008: BIS Recorders Forum
Venue is Rhayader Leisure Centre from 10am. Lunch provided.

Full details will be sent out soon.

Saturday 29th November 2008: Identifying difficult moths by genitalia
Run by National Museum of Wales and led by Norman Lowe.

Aimed at existing moth recorders with little or no experience of identifying moths by genitalia 
examination. Advanced booking essential. Contact 01929 406009.

∗∗∗∗∗

Biodiversity Information Service
First Floor Offices, Coliseum House, 7 Wheat Street, Brecon, Powys, LD3 7DG
Tel:01874 610881 Fax:01874 624812 Email: info@b-i-s.org Website: www.b-i-s.org

Working in Partnership with:-
Countryside Council for Wales
Powys County Council
Brecon Beacons National Park Authority
Brecknockshire Wildlife Trust
Radnorshire Wildlife Trust
Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust 
Forestry Commission for Wales
Mid-Wales Trunk Road Agency

Directors
Norman Lowe (Brecknockshire Wildlife Trust) – Chairman
Steve Packer (Powys County Council) - Secretary
Colin Young – Treasurer
Estelle Bailey – (Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust)
Bronwen Jenkins (Radnorshire Wildlife Trust)
Peter Seaman (Brecon Beacons National Park Authority)
Martyn Potten (FCW)

Steering Group
Paul Sinnadurai (BBNPA) - Chairman
Gareth Ellis (BBNP LBAP)
Bev Lewis (BWT)
Tammy Stretton (MWT)
Julian Jones (RWT)
Michelle Delafield (Mid-Wales Trunk Road Agency)
Emma Durward (PCC LBAP)
David Mitchell (CCW)
Jonathan Gilpin (CCW)
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